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April 19, 2012

Dear Information, Communication, Journalism, Media, and Technology (ICJMT)
Steering Committee:
I acknowledge the receipt of your final report entitled “Recommendations of the
Information, Communication, Journalism, Media, and Technology Steering Committee”
dated April 16, 2012. After reviewing this revised version, I accept this report as the
final work product of the ICJMT Steering Committee. I wish to be clear that my receipt
and acceptance of you report does not necessarily mean that I agree with or endorse all
of the recommendations contained therein. Rather, my acceptance indicates that this
will serve as the report of record that will be the basis for more focused campus
discussions on how we might best move forward to our new information,
communication, journalism, media and technology future.
When the ICJMT Committee was formed, I asked you to provide me with a bold vision
for how we at CU Boulder could best prepare our students and faculty scholars to meet
the needs of a rapidly changing information, media, and journalism landscape. I believe
that you, in consultation with campus and community constituencies, have done just
that. I am particularly intrigued by the strong and complimentary connections that your
recommendations establish between the professional and scholarly facets of the ICJMT
landscape.
On one particular issue, I want to note that this report continues the work of the campus
to meet its obligations to our students in journalism and mass communication.
Following upon the decision last spring of the Board of Regents, the Faculty in
Journalism and Mass Communication has already strengthened journalism education
through the creation of “Journalism PLUS.” Your proposal shows us one way in which
we could further improve journalism education, by placing our students within a rich
media and technology environment, where they will be able to get the best possible
education in a constantly changing field.
Of course, your proposal goes far beyond a particular program or degree to re-envision
a major sector of the campus’ efforts. You suggest ways in which we could strengthen
all of our efforts in information, communication, journalism, media, and related
technology. This is an exciting prospect, and I look forward to talking with the faculty
about how we might move forward, always remaining aware of their concerns.
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Among the next steps I envision taking, beyond continuing a more focused campus
discussion, will be to invite a distinguished panel of external reviewers from the very
best ‘cutting edge’ programs in the country to critically review the report and its
recommendations, to meet with potential constituencies of a new college campus, and
to provide a third party view of the strengths and weaknesses of the ICJMT landscape
on our campus. We will need to explore the resource implications of this proposal, and
we will want to open up a conversation with the faculty on curricular issues, including an
appropriate core curriculum.
In closing, on behalf of the campus, I want to thank you very much for all of your hard
work on this process. You have completed your charge masterfully!
Sincerely,

Russell Moore, Provost
University of Colorado Boulder
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